
 
  



 

What is Hanukkah? 
 
 Jewish festival commemorating  

the recovery of Jerusalem by the Maccabean revolt 
rededication of the 2nd temple 

 This year Hanukkah is celebrated from 28th November to 5th December 
  



How did it come about? 
 
334-323 BC Alexander the Great and established the Macedonian Empire 
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The Empire divided into a number of smaller empires  
One of them was the Selucid Empire 
 

 
https://www.worldhistorymaps.info/ancient/200-bc/ 
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Antiochus IV  

A.K.A. Epiphanes (meaning "God Manifest");  
was a Greek Hellenistic king of the Seleucid Empire  
reigned from 175 BC until his death in 164 BC 
Antiochus feared a revolt  
He launched a massive campaign of repression against the Jewish religion 
in 168 BC.  

  



Repression of the Jews 
Jewish practices were banned,  
Jerusalem was placed under direct Seleucid control  
the Second Temple in Jerusalem was desecrated 
sacred writings were destroyed 
This repression triggered the revolt that Antiochus IV had feared,  

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_Empire 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus_IV_Epiphanes 
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The Maccabean Rebellion 
a group of Jewish fighters formed in 167 BC 
led by Judas Maccabeus (Judah Maccabee) and his family  
they became known as the Maccabees  
recorded in the books of 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees 
the rebellion started as a guerrilla movement 
in the countryside,  

raiding towns, terrorizing Greek officials  
 developed into a proper army  

they attacked the fortified Seleucid cities.  
In 164 BC, the Maccabees captured 
Jerusalem, 
They cleansed the temple and rededicated the Altar on 25 Kislev  
The Seleucids eventually relented and unbanned Judaism 
This is the source of the festival of Hanukkah.  
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maccabean_Revolt 



Hanukkah – The Festival of Lights 
observed for eight nights and days  
starts on the 25th day of the Jewish month Kislev   
may occur from late November to late December  
When the temple was originally cleansed  

they only had consecrated oil for the menorah to burn for one night 
a miracle occurred and it burned for eight nights 

it is observed by lighting the candles of a hanukkiah with nine branches  
One candle called 
the shammash is placed 
above or below  
It is used to light the 
other eight candles.  
Each night, one 
additional candle is lit  
All eight candles are lit together on the final night  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah 
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Go to https://beithamashiach.com/ to hear how the Messianic Jews 
celebrate Hanukkah  
 

Recording of the 1st night 7pm Sunday 28th November 2021 
Live service for the 8th night at 7pm tonight 5th December 2021 

https://beithamashiach.com/

