Summer Series

Bible Characters – Cain and Abel to Noah,
and Job.
Windsor 14th March, 2021

Welcome to Church
Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding,
Job 38:3,4

THIS KINGDOM

Jesus, God's righteousness revealed

And this Kingdom's reign

The Son of Man, The Son of God

And this Kingdom's rule

His Kingdom comes

And this Kingdom's power and authority
Jesus, God's righteousness revealed

Jesus, Redemption's sacrifice
Now glorified, Now justified

Jesus, The expression of God's love

His Kingdom comes

The grace of God, The Word of God
Revealed to us

CHORUS
And this Kingdom will know no end

Jesus, God's Holiness displayed

And it's glory shall know no bounds

Now glorified, Now justified

For the majesty and power

His Kingdom comes

Of this Kingdom's King has come

YOU ALONE ARE WORTHY
Holy Holy, Holy
Is the Lord almighty
The God who was, and is, and is to come.
Every living creature
Give honour, thanks and glory
To him who sits forever on the throne.
You alone are worthy
To receive all glory
And honour, thanks and power
For you created all things,
Things that owe their being
To your most generous will.

We lay our crowns before you
We bow in adoration.
We lay our crowns before you
We bow in adoration.
You alone are worthy
To receive all glory
And honour, thanks and power
You alone are worthy
To receive all glory
And honour, thanks and power
For you created all things,
Things that owe their being
To your most generous will.

FACING A TASK UNFINISHED
Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known

We bear the torch that flaming
Fell from the hands of those
Who gave their lives proclaiming
That Jesus died and rose
Ours is the same commission
The same glad message ours
Fired by the same ambition
To Thee we yield our powers

Where other lords beside Thee
Hold their unhindered sway
Where forces that defied Thee
Defy Thee still today
With none to heed their crying
For life, and love, and light
Unnumbered souls are dying
And pass into the night

CHORUS
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ The Lord

CHORUS
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ The Lord

O Father who sustained them
O Spirit who inspired
Saviour, whose love constrained them
To toil with zeal untired
From cowardice defend us
From lethargy awake!
Forth on Thine errands send us
To labour for Thy sake
CHORUS x 2

SEE HIM COMING

Glory and power to the one who loves us,
Honour and praise him forever;
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus.
Glory and power to the one who freed us
From all our sins by his blood;
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus.
CHORUS
See him coming on the clouds of heaven,
Every eye behold him now.
He’s the Living One, the first and last
Who once was dead,
But now he lives forever and ever.

Glory and power to the one who made us
A kingdom of priests for God’s service;
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus.
CHORUS
BRIDGE
Jesus is the Living One,
Who died and came alive;
Jesus is Almighty Lord,
Who was and is to come!
(Repeat )
CHORUS

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.
Give us day by day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins;
for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

Luke 11: 2-4

Cain and Abel
To
Noah
Or
The First Millennium

So what is a covenant?

From the Hebrew word b’riyt

 בְּ ִריתand it means an

agreement between two contracting parties, originally
sealed with blood: a bond, or a law.
A covenant lays out the conditions and also the penalties
for breaking the covenant.

From Adam to Noah there were 3 covenants made
between God and mankind:
1.

The Edenic Covenant (Genesis 1:28-30, 2:15-17);

2.

The Adamic Covenant (Genesis 3:14-24); and

3.

The Noahic Covenant (Genesis 8:22, 9:8-17).

Let’s have a look at these covenants.

The Edenic Covenant
•
•
•
•
•

Be fruitful and multiply (they had children);
Replenish (fill) the earth (with children, animal life,
crops, etc);
Subdue the earth (the naming of the animals, etc);
Dominion over the fish, the fowl and every living thing
that moves on the earth but not to eat any of them
Vegetarian diet – the herb bearing seed, the trees which
bear fruit yielding seed will be meat for Adam and Eve
and the animals were vegetarian as well (no eating of
anything that had blood as its life source);

•

Commanded to eat of every tree in the garden but NOT
to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, in
the day you eat of it you shall die.

The penalty or consequence of breaking the Edenic
Covenant: Death would come to all mankind.

There was only one thing that Adam
and Eve were asked NOT to do.
So what do they do? They eat of the
tree of which they were told NOT to
eat.

The Adamic Covenant
Made with ALL mankind – we are all descended from
Adam and Eve.
• First the serpent was cursed above all cattle and
beasts of the field – upon thy belly shalt thou go (does
that mean the serpent did not go on its belly before?);
and

• Enmity was placed between the serpent and the
woman and between the seed of Satan and the
woman’s seed – the enmity would bruise Satan’s head
(his pride would be damaged) and Satan would bruise
her seed’s heel (pointing to Jesus). Enmity is a strong
word – it is from the Hebrew word ebah meaning
hatred and bruise is from the Hebrew word shuph
meaning to break, bruise or cover;

• Eve had two curses: the first curse was pain (having
children must have been pain free before) when she
was told she would multiply her sorrow (grief) with
conceiving (pregnancy) and in sorrow she would bring
forth children. The second curse is submission - her
desire (impulse) shall be to her husband and he shall
rule over her; and

• Adam was punished for disobeying God by having to
do hard work, toil, all the days of his life. For it to be
a curse shows how good life must have been before
the Fall. The ground was cursed for Adam’s sake, and
in sorrow he would eat of it all the days of his life.
Thorns and thistles (weeds) will come forth from the
ground – part of his toil will be weeding. Adam shall
eat the herb of the field and with the sweat of his brow
eat bread until he dies.
And now we know that Satan is at work in this world.

Adam and Eve had three sons:

Adam and Eve
Cain

Abel

Seth

With Cain and Abel we have humanity’s first murder.
Considering there were only 4 people (+ possibly two
daughters) making 6 people it is interesting that one of
the six killed his brother – odds not good.
Abel was a keeper of sheep
and Cain a tiller of the
ground.
Cain and Abel offered a
sacrifice to their Lord of
their produce and Abel’s
offering was acceptable but
Cain’s was not.

It is not clear why Cain’s offering was rejected and there
are many theories.
1.

2.
3.

Some commentators say because it had to be a
blood sacrifice but that’s hardly fair because when
you are a horticulturist (Cain being a tiller of the
ground) there is no blood in anything you produce.
The Book of Jasher says that Cain gave an offering of
inferior quality – perhaps the fruit was bruised.
Perhaps the motive for the sacrifice was wrong –
God knows what is in your heart and not just on
outward display – perhaps Cain begrudged giving it.

Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from
the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I
be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond
in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that
every one that findeth me shall slay me (Genesis
4:14).
With not many people on the earth at this stage the only
people that could kill Cain were his parents, Adam and
Eve, and the daughter they had who was supposed to
marry Abel – Seth was not born yet. Even as the decades
roll away the only inhabitants are still his relatives and

then in the first case of retributive justice Cain is killed by
his grandson, Lamech.
Cain left and went to
the Land of Nod, east
of
Eden
(Mesopotamia) and
he and his wife
started their family.

Strangely, our Bibles give more details of Cain and his
descendants’ achievements than it does of the
achievements of Seth and his descendants:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Cain built a city and named it after his son, Enoch (in
what is now Mesopotamia);
His descendant Tubalcain was an instructer of every
artificer in brass and iron;
Jabal the father of tent dwellers who have cattle;
and
Jubal who was the father of all who handle the harp
or organ.

Yet we read nothing about achievements in the line from
Seth to Noah.
So Cain has left, Abel is dead and Seth is born. The Book
of Jubilees (100BC) says that Adam and Eve had 12 sons
but no mention of how many daughters. Josephus (9394AD) says that they had 33 sons and 23 daughters.

Gen

Name

2

Seth

Son
born
105

3

Enos

90

4
5
6

Cainan/Kenan 70
Mahalaleel
65
Jared
162

Age
died
912

905

910
895
962

Comments
Nothing mentioned in the Bible regarding Seth other
than he was born. The Book of Jubilees (100BC) says
that Adam and Eve had 12 sons but no mention of how
many daughters. Josephus (93-94AD) says that they
had 33 sons and 23 daughters. Seth would not have
known his brothers because he was born after Cain
slew Abel and had left with his wife to dwell in the land
of Nod, east of Eden (Genesis 4:16). Adam and Eve
must have had daughters as well as Cain and Abel
because Cain left with his wife.
The name ‘Enos’ means ‘person’ or ‘people’. The Bible
tells us that when Enos was born began men to call
upon the name of the Lord (Genesis 4:26) or in the
literal translation a beginning was made of preaching in
the name of Jehovah.
The name Cainan/Kenan means ‘acquisition’.
The name Mahalaleel means ‘God is splendour’.
The name Jared means ‘descending’.

7

Enoch

65

8

Methuselah

187

9 Lamech
10 Noah

182
500

365 no The name Enoch means ‘tuition, teacher’. Enoch
death walked with God (Genesis 5:22, 24).
The Book of Jubilees tells us that angelic beings took
Enoch back to the Garden of Eden.
969
Methuselah only knew his father for 300 years not like
Enos who knew his father for 815 years. The name
Methuselah means ‘when he is dead it shall be sent,
man of a javelin’. We know Methuselah’s father walked
with God. Methuselah has the longest life span in the
Bible (969) close to his grandfather Jared who was 962
when he died (7 years less). Methuselah died the same
year as the Flood.
777
The name Lamech means ‘overthrower, wild man’.
950
The name Noah means ‘rest, comfort’. Lamech said of
Noah when he was born that this one doth comfort us
concerning our work, and concerning the labour of our
hands, because of the ground which Jehovah hath
cursed (Genesis 5:29).

Why did not more of the children follow God?
Did Adam and Eve not do their job properly?
They had seen and communed with God but after their
ejection from the Garden of Eden they do not seem to
have passed on that knowledge to their offspring very
effectively.

God then lowered the age of mankind to 120 years
(Genesis 6:3) – app 12% of what it had been before.
Perhaps the longer man lived the more evil he did?
Why did God send the flood?
We are told that God saw that the wickedness of man was
great on earth and that mankind’s mind and heart was
thinking evil continually so God repented that he had
made man and other forms of wildlife.
God sent a flood to destroy man, beast, creeping things,
fowls, (note it doesn’t say birds, just fowls) for God
repented that He had made them. Of all that was created
at the time only one man, Noah (described as a just man

and perfect in his generation), found grace in the eyes of
God (Genesis 6:8), but it doesn’t mention his wife, sons
or their wives being God-fearing.
Noah was 600 years old when the flood came, making his
three sons 100 years old and less.
After the flood God established the Noahic Covenant.

The Noahic Covenant
To all mankind because we are all descended from Noah.
Everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature (Genesis 9:16).
Noah and his family were given the following instructions:
• Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (same as
Adam and Eve);
• Every beast of the earth, bird in the sky, everything
that creeps on the ground, the fish of the sea will have
fear and terror of mankind and mankind will have
dominion over them (note there had been no fear
between mankind and the animals before);

• But now they are instructed that they can eat anything
(remember they had been vegetarian before this),
every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you;
even as the green herb have I given you all
things,(Genesis 9:3) which would change when the
Mosaic laws were given;
• Now that they can eat anything they are instructed to
NOT eat flesh with the blood in it – that is why since
the time of Noah all meat is bled, if you don’t it will
make the consumer sick;

• No murder – if someone murders someone their life is
taken in payment for that murder, whoso sheddeth
man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed (capital
punishment).

But this time mankind gets a sign of the covenant
between God and mankind in the rainbow.
When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature…God said to Noah, this is the sign
of the covenant that I have established between me
and all flesh that is on the earth, Genesis 9:16-17.
This is God’s promise that He will not destroy all flesh on
the earth through flood again.

As we read in the 2nd Peter 3:6,7 the cleansing next time
will be by fire. Whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished: but the heavens and the
earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men.
Noah and his family leave the ark and
Noah builds an altar and offers burnt
offerings to the Lord of every clean
beast, and of every clean fowl (Genesis
8:20) unclean/clean division still there
for sacrifice but not for eating.

After the Lord smells the sweet savour of the sacrifice a
promise is given to Noah that while the earth remains
there will always be seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night (Genesis 8:22).

And finally a quick look at DNA
The discovery of a DNA molecule first happened in 1869
with biochemist Ferdrich
Miescher but it took another
80 years for scientists to
realise how important it
was. James Watson and
Francis Crick found in 1953
that the DNA molecule
exists in the form of a three-dimensional double helix.
And since then DNA has uncovered more and more
amazing details about our origins.

One particularly interesting detail is that ALL human
beings are descended from 10 sons of Adam and 18
daughters of Eve. So, even though the flood took all but
one family (Noah’s) the DNA of the parents of Noah’s
sons’ wives as well as the DNA of the mothers of the
patriarchs sons would include the DNA of some of Adam
and Eve’s other children which it does. And we also know
that Adam and Eve had at least 29 children.

JOB

Chap 1 Job is introduced as a righteous man
with many blessings. He had 10 children,
many flocks herds and riches, then this
happened.
6 Now

there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the LORD,
and Satan came also among them.
7 And the

LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest
thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said,
From going to and fro in the earth, and from
walking up and down in it.
8 And

the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou
considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth
evil?
9 Then

Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth
Job fear God for nought?

10 Hast

not thou made an hedge about him, and
about his house, and about all that he hath on
every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his
hands, and his substance is increased in the
land.
11 But

put forth thine hand now, and touch all
that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.
12 And the

LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that
he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put
not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from
the presence of the LORD.
From this challenge pursued a tale of loss and
torment. Job’s children were killed, his herds
and flocks were stolen and his riches lost. His
health was destroyed and his friends who
came to help him were no help at all. His wife
simply gave up.

He felt God had deserted him as well and he
didn’t understand why.

God continues to ask questions Job cannot
answer until finally Job replies

38 Then the LORD answered Job out of the
whirlwind, and said,

42 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,

2 Who

no thought can be withholden from thee.

is this that darkeneth counsel by words
without knowledge?
3 Gird

up now thy loins like a man; for I will
demand of thee, and answer thou me.
4 Where

wast thou when I laid the foundations
of the earth? Declare, if thou hast
understanding.
5 Who

2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that

3 Who

is he that hideth counsel without
knowledge? Therefore have I uttered that I
understood not; things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not.
4 Hear,

I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will
demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

hath laid the measures thereof, if thou
knowest? Or who hath stretched the line upon
it?

5I

6 Whereupon

and ashes.

7 When the morning stars sang together, and all

The account ends with Job reconciled to God,
Satan’s accusations proved false and Job’s
family and riches restored.

are the foundations thereof
fastened? Or who laid the corner stone thereof;
the sons of God shouted for joy?

have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye seeth thee.
6 Wherefore

I abhor myself, and repent in dust

Message
Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding,
Job 38:3,4

Contained within the story of Job are the themes of righteousness, love and
blessing, and sin, guilt and punishment.
Guilt can be seen as:
1. Legal
2. Political
3. Moral
4. Metaphysical (Goldberg)
It can also be viewed from the perspective of being a perpetrator, a
bystander and a rescuer.

