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lived 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 His wisdom was from God 1 Kings 3:9 

 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for 
who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 


12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have 
given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
shall any arise like unto thee. 


13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be 
any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

 And This was conditional 


14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then 
I will lengthen thy days. 

 

 

 

 



 “And God gave Solomon wisdom and 

understanding exceeding much, and 

largeness of heart, even as the sand that is 

on the sea shore. And Solomon's wisdom 

excelled the wisdom of all the children of 

the east country, and all the wisdom of 

Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; …” 

 1 Kings 4:29–31 

 



 Example of Solomon’s wisdom 

 

 Two women and one baby.  

 

 Whose was it? 

 


Encyclopedia of Knowledge 

 


1 Kings 4: 33.34 


33 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in 
Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping 
things, and of fishes. 


34 And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of 
his wisdom. 

 

 

 

 



 1 Kings: 10 And when the queen of Sheba heard 

of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 

the LORD, she came to prove him with hard 

questions. 


 And Solomon told her all her questions 

 Queen of Sheba’s response “thy wisdom and 

prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 


8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 

servants, which stand continually before thee, 

and that hear thy wisdom. 


9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in 

thee” 

 







 Tens of thousands of men to build it 

 

 Built on Mt Moriah 

 

 Whole interior was overlaid with Gold 

 

 Seven years to complete 

 

 Dedication and Prayer 1 Kings 8:12-62 

 

 Ark of the covenant was brought into the temple 

 1 Kings 6&7 gives detail 

 



 First Temple 
 Wonder of ancient world 

 

 a majestic palace and gardens 
 13 years to build 

 

  roads, and government buildings. 

 

  He accumulated thousands of horses and 
chariots 

 1 kings 4:24 And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of 
horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen. 

 

 



 Economic 
 Reign of peace 

 he built up trade 

 wealthiest king of his time 
 One estimate 500 tons of gold, worth around £6 trillion 

 

 Where did it come from 

 Slave labour 

 Mysterious mines of Ophir in Book/Movie King 
Solomon’s Mines by Henry Haggard 
 Christopher Columbus found Ophir in Haiti 

 Sir Walter Raleigh in the jungles of Surinam 
 1568 Solomon Island believed to be Ophir.  

 

 1 Kings 8-10 details wealth 

 

 





 

Writer 

Most of Proverbs 

Song of Solomon 

Ecclesiastes 

Two Psalms 
 

 “And he spoke three thousand proverbs: 
and his songs were a thousand and five.” 

 1 Kings 4:32 

 



 Is a drama of courtship 

 

 Solomon experience with women 

 

 The book is a Spiritual courtship of Israel 
 Israel is the Fiancee in Song Solomon 

 

 Is read at Passover 
 Passover in Egypt beginning of courtship 

 Travel to Mt Sinai 

 Mt Sinai covenant and Marriage 

 



Written later in his life 

 

He has a troubled reflective repentant mind 

 

 ““Then I looked on all the works that my 

hands had wrought, and on the labour that I 

had laboured to do: and, behold, all was 

vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was 

no profit under the sun” (2:11 

 



 

 Reflects on things the World holds in high 

esteem – Wealth, Status, knowledge 

 

 

 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 

matter: Fear God, and keep His 

commandments: for this is the whole duty of 

man” (v. 13). 

 Life experience to write books 



 Psalm 72 

 Prayer for Guidance and Support for the King. Of 

Solomon. 

  1” Give the king your justice, O God, and your 

righteousness to a king's son.” 

 

 Psalm 127 

 Prosperity comes from God we can’t do it alone 

 

 “Unless the LORD build the house, 

 they labor in vain who build.” 

 

 

 



 

 short instructions for living an effective life 

on earth 

 

 

 

 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7) 

 



Wise 

Writer 

 Poet 

 Scientist 

 Architect 

 Business Manager 

Diplomat – Alliances and Treaties brought 

peace 



 Enjoyed worldly pleasures instead of the 
pursuit of God. 

Materialistic  treasures and luxury 

 

 taxed people heavily excessive 

 

  conscription into army and into slave-like 
labor for his building projects 

Hopeless on succession planning 

 Lustful -so many wives caused loss of 
obedience to God 

 

 

 



Deuteronomy 17:16-17King James Version 

(KJV) 


16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, 

.... 


17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, 

that his heart turn not away: neither shall he 

greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. 

 



 Solomon’s downfall was his foreign wives 

Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Zidonian, and 
Hittite 

Most spoken of married Pharoah’s daughter 
as a political alliance 

 

 Lured him away from God to worship false 
gods and idols 

 

Nehemiah 13:26 
Was it not because of marriages like these 
that Solomon king of Israel sinned? 

 

 

 

 



 1 Kings11:2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye 

shall not go in to them, neither shall they 

come in unto you: for surely they will turn 

away your heart after their gods: Solomon 

clave unto these in love. 

 



 Solomon was punished for sin 
  thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which 

I have commanded thee 1 Kings11:11 


12 Kingdom taken from Rehoboam not Solomon for 

David’s sake 

 End of Reign the Kingdom torn in two 

 Kingdom of Judah – two tribes to south 

 Kingdom of Israel – 10 tribes to the North 

 Rehoboam son reigned Judah 

 Jeroboam reigned Israel 



 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now 

therefore make thou the grievous service of 

thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 

upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee” 

(12:3,4). 

 

My father made your yoke heavy, and I will 

add to your yoke 



 Life Lessons: 

 Everything we have is because God gave it to 
us Psalm127 

 Excessive lifestyles have to be supported 
 Live within your means 

Materialistic 

 Plan ahead (Succession Plan) 

 Inspiration to build such a nation 

When Christians marry an unbeliever, they 
can also expect trouble 

Nothing should come between us and God 


