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GOSPEL MEANING

 The teaching or revelation of Christ, the record of Christ's life and teaching in the 

first four books of the New Testament - Oxford dictionary

 Gospel Truth - Something that is unquestionably true



SYNOPTIC MEANING

 Mainly used in reference to the first three Gospels 

(synoptic Gospels) , Matthew, Mark, and Luke

 To have a common view 

 Gospels  similarity in 

 content,

 order,

 and statement.

 https://www.dictionary.com/browse/synoptic

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/synoptic


SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

 Not Known what interrelationship between 3 Gospels is;

 Many different opinions on what relationship is and when written

 The Christian community traditionally ascribes authorship to Matthew Jesus' 

disciple.

 Augustine of Hippo theologian and philosopher 354AD 

 considered it to be the first gospel written

 In 1911, the Pontifical Biblical Commission affirmed that Matthew was the first gospel 

written, that it was written by the disciple Matthew, and that it was written in 

Aramaic

 Secular scholarship generally agrees that it was written later, and 

authorship was ascribed to Matthew as was common in the ancient world.

 Secular opinion suggests  that both Matthew and Luke have made 
direct use of the Gospel of Mark as a source.

 M and L also used other source now lost

 Equally Mark could have borrowed from Matthew.



NEARLY ALL OF MARK IS FOUND IN AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
OTHER TWO SYNOPTIC GOSPELS. 

MATTHEW AND LUKE HAVE MATERIAL IN COMMON THAT IS 
NOT FOUND IN MARK.
.
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/SYNOPTIC_GOSPELS

. OUT OF A TOTAL OF 1,071 VERSES,
MATTHEW HAS 387 IN COMMON WITH MARK AND THE 

GOSPEL OF LUKE,
130 WITH MARK ALONE, 
184 WITH LUKE ALONE; 
ONLY 370 BEING UNIQUE TO ITSELF.



MATTHEW

 The Gospel of Matthew

 Matthew AD40-140

 traditionally the Disciple Matthew, a Jew.

 writing to and for the Jews

 Jesus is portrayed as the fulfillment of the Old Testament Law and 
prophecies.

 Matthew quotes the Old Testament more than any other synoptic 
writer proving Jesus is the Messiah

 focuses his work around the idea that Jesus is the King of the Jews; 

 "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
in the east and have come to worship him." (Matthew 2:2)



LUKE

 The Gospel of Luke

 80-85 AD 

 Not an eye witness

 A Gentile Christian, traditionally Luke the physician and Paul's 

traveling companion

 Written when the persecution of Jews and Christians was 

intensifying

 Luke as a gentile shows Christ’s message for people from all 

walks of life. 



MARK

 The Gospel of Mark

 Mark 65-70 AD

 Not an eye witness

 A second generation Christian, a disciple of Peter

 Also writing to gentiles as tends to explain things that Jews would 
already know

 Jesus is portrayed primarily as the authoritative, miracle-working Son 
of God. 

 But says don’t tell people about miracles

 Mark encourages Christians in their belief: 'If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me and for the gospel will save it.'" (Mark 8:34-35).



JOHN

 90-110 AD

 content is quite different to synoptic

 Timing

 Doesn’t share much content with the other gospels . 

 Doesn’t detail birth of Christ, neither does Mark

 No mention of Sermon on the mount or the plain

 Does go into beginning of ministry and Synoptics don’t

 90% not in synoptic gospels

 Jewish leaders banned Christians from the synagogues

 Christians persecuted by romans and Jews

 John's focus is on emphasizing the divine status of Jesus

 ; " In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God". John 1:1

 John lived in a time where theological debates and heresies were  
very prevalent , hence his writing is concerned with theology.





MINISTRY

IN

GALILEE

PASSAGE MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN

Man sick of 

Palsy

9:1-8 2:1-12 5:17-26 5:8-9

Call of 

Matthew

9:9-13 2:13-17 5:27-32

Fasting 

Questions

9:14-17 2:18-22 5:33-39

Jarius’ 

Daughter and 

woman with 

issue of blood

9:18-26 5:21-43 8:40-56

Blind Men 

Healed

9:27-31 10:46-52 18:35-43

dumb man 

possessed with 

a devil.

9:32-34 3:22 11:14-15

The harvest 

truly is 

plenteous

9:35-38 6:6b

6:34

8:1

10:2
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