
 

Isaiah 13-16 Series Study Sheet 
 

The prophesies we read in Isaiah have relevance to both ancient Israel/Judah and also the “day of 

the Lord” or as they are often referred to ‘End-Times’ prophecies.  

Chapters 13-23 covers the “burden” or destruction of Babylon and the surrounding nations of Israel 

(Philistia, Moab, Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Tyre etc). As Isaiah works through the fall of the lofty and 

rebellious cities that oppose God we can see common theme’s being established: 

1. The great Truth that God is above all things, he has absolute power and supreme authority 

over all creation 

2. God has set a standard of Righteousness founded upon this truth 

3. The Judgement of God will be executed upon all that opposes God and this truth and don’t 

meet his righteous standard 

4. His throne will be established in justice and Mercy whereby a path is laid to become 

righteous with God. (As we know now this is through Jesus Christ) 

Throughout the destruction surrounding Israel we see small pearls of hope and promise for God’s 

people who although are scattered among the rebellious nations, part of this promise is to unite 

God’s people under a new city (JERUSALEM) combining a new heaven and a new earth whereby God 

will dwell as King over all the nations. 

 

Chapter 13 - The Burden of Babylon 

Babylon is a symbol of all that opposes God, the city is referred to throughout the Bible as an 

example of all that is evil in this world, it represents everything that is in opposition to God. 

What are some of the main reasons why Babylon will be punished? (Is 13:11)( Prov 6:17, Rev 17:1-5) 

 

This prophecy not only refers to ancient times but also ‘End-Times’, for example historically ancient 

Babylon was conquered by the Medes without a major battle – from this chapter what are some 

examples of things yet to occur? (see Matt 24:29, Rev 18:2-3) 

 

 

 

The Exile of Israel and Judah can be seen as an example of God’s people who are now scattered 

among the nations of our modern world. With this as part of God’s plan he gives us examples of how 

his people should live: 

1. Jeremiah 29:4-10 - Seek for peace and grow your families in the Lord 

2. Micah 6:8 - Do Justly, love mercy and walk humbly with thy God 

3. John 17:15 - Pray not to be removed from the world but to keep us from Evil 

In reference to the above if it is part of God’s will to allow iniquity/evil powers to rise should we as 

Christians – Support it? Do nothing? Fight it? (For example WWII) What are some current examples? 

 

 



 

EXTRA CREDIT ( come back if time allows) 

Throughout the scattering of Israel and Judah we see God creating a righteous path for God’s people 

to follow, we can see this example given in the Law as a shadow of things to come and the Gospel 

the testimony and application of the Law through Jesus Christ. We believe God is sovereign and has 

power over the nations of this world and can make way for his Elect. An example of this is the fall of 

Babylon where Cyrus was enabled by God to conquer Babylon and ultimately created a path to bring 

Judah back to Jerusalem. This same sovereign plan will be used to call Israel God’s elect, God 

opening the two leave gates (the law and Gospel) giving them the key to city. (see Isaiah 45:1-6, 

Matt 16:19, Rev 3:7, Prob 6:23) 

 

 

 

Chapter 14 - The Burden of Babylon Continued 

 

Verses 1-3 allude to a time where Israel will find rest, God is encouraging Israel that there are 

promises and blessings for them that are yet to be fulfilled 

Read Isaiah 61:5-6 

How do you think this relates to the passage in Isaiah 14:1-3? 

 

 

 

The chapter moves on to describe the destruction of Babylon which can be likened to the 

destruction of Satan as referred to throughout other parts of the bible.  

Verse 8 speaks of all the trees rejoicing at his fall - "Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up 

against us" 

And in verse 12 it speaks of his fall down to earth - “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 

of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” 

Read Ezekiel 31:16, and Luke 10:17-18 in what ways do these verses relate to the verses 8 & 12 in 

Isaiah 14? 

 

 



 

Verse 24 "The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; 

and as I have purposed, so shall it stand" 

What do you think the significance of this verse is in relation to God’s power? (also see John 1) 

 

 

v32 " What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath founded Zion, 

and the poor of his people shall trust in it." What is Isaiah referring to here? 

Read Hebrews 12:22-24, Matt 5:3 & Psalms 87.5-6  

 

 

Chapter 15 – THE BURDEN OF MOAB 

In both chapters 15 & 16 Isaiah is prophesying of the destruction of Moab. We get a glimpse into the 

reason for their destruction when we consider verses like 16:6  

“We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud: even of his haughtiness, and his pride, and his 

wrath: but his lies shall not be so.” (almost a repeat of Babylon’s problems) 

And yet we can also see that God does not take pleasure in their destruction. Often we overlook all 

the passages that show that God cares too for the other nations, and desires to reconcile with them 

if they will turn to him and do good, in chapter 15 verse 5 we read 

“My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old” 

The heifer of three years old is figurative of the sacrifice that God originally requested of Abraham 

when he called him to follow him and so we can get the imagery here of God crying out to Moab 

hoping they will turn to him and follow him as Abraham did. This is one of many prophetic examples 

of God's will to eventually reconcile with all people.  

Consider 

 Can you think of other examples of God showing a desire to show mercy and reconcile with 

other nations throughout the old and new testament?  

(Genesis 22:18, Jeremiah 4:2, Galations 3:8) 

 

 
 When you think of specific examples of individuals like Ruth (moabitess) & Rahab where God 

has shown mercy and accepted people who were not of the nation of Israel is there a 

difference in their attitude towards God in comparison with others from their nation? If so, 

what do you think this is? 

 

 

The rest of chapter 15 goes on to describe the complete destruction of the Moabite nation, which 

was fulfilled, Moab was completely wiped out in the next couple of hundred years and was never 

established again. 

 

Chapter 16 – THE BURDEN OF MOAB CONTINUED 



In verse 3 God gives instructions of what Moab could do to be redeemed and flourish again; “take 

council, execute judgment”  in other words, learn and do what it right. 

We see the reverse of this in the warning Isaiah gives us all in an earlier chapter 

Isaiah 10:1-2 “Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which 

they have prescribed; 2 To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the 

poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!” 

Consider 

 How do these warnings (Isaiah 10:1-2) and instructions (16:3) apply to us today? 

 What can we do to “take council, execute judgement” in our own lives? 

 

We can see that although Moab were a large and strong nation, their strength was not founded on 

God, and even though God was trying to warn them through Isaiah, they did not heed Him, in verse 

5 we get this great description of how a nation’s strength needs to be established and founded in 

God. 

And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of 

David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. 

 

The establishment of God’s throne is shown in: 

Mercy, Truth, Judgement, Righteousness  

 

Consider: 

 These 4 words are often used together in the bible, do any other bible verses spring 

to mind? 

 

 

 
 God’s truth is something we need to understand, proclaim and be ready to defend … 

in what situations is this challenging in our lives? How can we better equip ourselves 
to face such challenges? 

 

 


