
 

Chapter – 1     Christian Endurance 

 
• Paul outlines a well-established faith-based method for dealing with hardship 

o Compare 2 Thessalonians 3,4 with Romans 5:1-5 and then Job 5 as below: 

 

Group Challenge:  

• The Psalms contain some of the most reassuring scriptures in the bible. Find and note down 
some to keep handy. 
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Chapter – 1,2 The Worker of Evil exposed & Our Deliverance 
 
Through much of chapter 1 and chapter 2 Paul provides the Thessalonians with some 
helpful insight into the big question of “why are bad things allowed to happen to good 
people?”. 
He exposes the need for the “man of sin” or Satan to be shown that he is the worker of evil. 
In chapter 1:6 he tells us that “it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to 
them that trouble you;” and by using the word recompense here it reminds us that revenge 
is not for us to take. (Romans 12:19, Deuteronomy 32:35) 
 
Paul is also asking us to adopt a big picture view and consider Gods plan. 
He tells us that there is a great mystery in the exposure of this iniquity and the mystery is 
already at work. 
The mystery being “only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.” 
Or 
“only [there is] – the [one] – restraining [it] – at present – until – out of – [the] midst – he 
might be [gone]” 
 

➢ A point to consider: if we as sinners are guilty of iniquity, what is to be restrained, 
when is to be removed and what will happen when it is taken out of the way? 

 
Also see Isaiah 65:15-25, Revelations 21:1-7, Romans 8:19-23,29-30 
 

➢ Discussion point: consider the millennium period described in the previous verses. If 
there is no sin, death, pain, hurt or destruction when Satan is chained down, name 
the sorts of issues that he must create in this present world.  

  
 
 
 
  



Chapter – 3  A Christian Walk to the Peace of Jesus Christ 
 

 
 

In chapter 3 we learn that the Christian life is grounded in solid prayer practice. 
Paul tells us to pray for the success and protection of church leadership and for protection 
from the evil of this world (Romans 15:30, James 5:13-16, John 17:15) 
 
He then turns to encouraging obedience and patience in our Christian walk.  
We must trust that God is able to work in us and patiently wait for him to reveal his will to 
us. (Philippians 1:6, Romans 5:3) This of course doesn’t mean being idle, it means to submit 
all your ways/plans to God and ask him to direct your path. (Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 37:5) 
 
There is a direct warning here as well against hanging out with the wrong crowd. Bad 
company corrupts good manners; it doesn’t work the other way around! (1 Cor 15:33-34) 
Gossiping is also singled out here as the wrong thing to do. Some practical advice is to be 
ready with a response for gossip when it comes. Something like “I should hope that is not 
the case, if there is any doubt no one should be repeating it and if it is you need to take it up 
with the person this is about!” (1 Timothy 5:13) 
 
Paul goes on to encourage good behaviour by believers (Phillipians 4:8, Galatians 6:9-10) 
including standing up against the evil in this world. (1 Thessalonians 5:14-15) 
 
And finally rest in the Lord and wait patiently in Jesus Christ. (John 14:27) 
 

➢ Discussion Point:  
o As a Christian which part of this process do you find you have the most 

trouble with?  
o Are there any ideas from people in your group that could help with this?  
o Can anyone think of more verses that could be useful for you? 
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