
Famous and Infamous places of the 
Bible 



 An important sea port in the area of Macedonia 

 Named after the sister of Alexander the Great 

 At the cross roads of 4 major highways 

 42BC helped mark Antony and Octavian defeat 
the assassins of Julius Caesar 

 Visited by Paul  - Acts 17 





 

 

 Thessalonica was an important sea port 

 It connected several major trade routes,  

 the most important one in Roman times was Via 
Egnatia 

 It ran east and west through Macedonia connecting 
Europe with Asia.  

 It also connected trade routes that went north to the 
Balkans and south toward Athens.  



 located on the Thermaic Gulf , at the northwest 
corner of the Aegean Sea 

 Thessalonica was an important sea port 

 1st century population 100,000  

 It connected several major trade routes,  
 most important one in Roman times -Via Egnatia 

 ran east and west through Macedonia connecting 
Europe with Asia.  

 connected trade routes  
 north to the Balkans  

 south toward Athens.  



North to the 
Balkans 

East to Philippi 

South to Athens 

West through 
Macedonia 



 
 Founded around 315 BC by the King Cassander of Macedon,  

 on or near the site of the ancient town of Therma and 26 other local 
villages 

 named it after his wife Thessalonike, a half-sister of Alexander the 
Great  

 Under the kingdom of Macedonia  
 the city retained its own autonomy and parliament 
 evolved to become the most important city in Macedonia 

 After the fall of the kingdom of Macedonia in 168 BC,  
 148 BC made the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia. 
 41 BC became a free city of the Roman Republic under Mark 

Antony  
 became the capital of one of the four Roman districts of Macedonia 
 Later it became the capital of all the Greek provinces of the Roman 

Empire because of the city's importance in the Balkan peninsula. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 



 



 The Vardar Arch survived until 1867 

  inscription on display in the British museum 

  Luke uses the term "politarch" (Acts 17:68) which is 
on the inscription (Darby Bible Translation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Galerius Arch 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2R11kio3_A 



 At the time of the Roman Empire, about 50 A.D., 
Thessalonica was also one of the early centres of 
Christianity  

 on his second missionary journey, Paul visited this 
city's chief synagogue on three Sabbaths and  

 
sowed the seeds for  
Thessalonica 's first  
Christian church.  
Paul wrote two letters  
to the new church at  
Thessalonica   

 
 



 1 Thessalonians was written around 50-52 A.D.,  

 was either Paul’s first or second epistle 

 (Galatians may have been the first).  

 It was written before Mark, the earliest gospel.  

 It was written about 20 years after Christ’s 
resurrection. 

 



 

[1] Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue 
of the Jews: 

[2] And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three 
sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 

[3] Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I 
preach unto you, is Christ. 

[4] And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and 
Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. 

 



 
[5] But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took 
unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a 
company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the 
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 
[6] And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain 
brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have 
turned the world upside down are come hither also; 
[7] Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus. 
[8] And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when 
they heard these things. 
[9] And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, 
they let them go. 
[10] And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by 
night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue 
of the Jews. 
 



 second-largest city in Greece,  

 over 1 million inhabitants in its metropolitan area,  

 the capital of Greek Macedonia,  

 the administrative region of Central Macedonia  

 

 

 



 Greece's second major economic, industrial, 
commercial and political centre;  

 it is a major transportation hub for Greece and 
southeastern Europe,  

 renowned for its festivals, events and cultural life  

 considered to be Greece's cultural capital. 
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Acts 17:[4] And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul 
and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. 

 


